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T8aminik (Dominique) Rankin received prestigious title of 
Knight from the Ordre national du Québec 

 
 

Wendake, June 23, 2016 – The Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones (RCAAQ) 
would like to express its most sincere congratulations to T8aminik (Dominique) Rankin, Elder at 
the RCAAQ and senator in the National Association of Friendship Centres. T8aminik was 
inducted as a Knight into the Ordre national du Québec, by Premier of Quebec Philippe 
Couillard, during a ceremony held on June 22 in the Parliament Building. 
 
Actively involved in the Native Friendship Centre Movement for over 40 years, T8aminik Rankin, 
hereditary Algonquin chief and medicine man, is one of the founders of the Native Friendship 
Centre of Val-d’Or. Originally from the Abitibi region and former Grand Chief of the Algonquin 
Nation, T8aminik works today as spiritual teacher and leader, passing down the traditional 
knowledge of the Anishinabeg people to the younger generations to reconnect them to their 
heritage and traditions. In addition to his involvement with the Quebec and Canadian Native 
Friendship Centres, T8aminik co-wrote an autobiography with Marie-Josée Tardif entitled 
On nous appelait les Sauvages, which bears witness to the time he spent in residential schools. 
 
The Ordre national du Québec highlights the lifework of extraordinary citizens. T8aminik 
received this recognition for his citizenship and his exceptional commitment to urban Aboriginal 
people. Founded in 1984, the Ordre national du Québec is the highest award Quebec can 
bestow. 
 
The RCAAQ is proud of the inspiring life of T8aminik Rankin characterized by forgiveness, 
reconciliation and dedication to Aboriginal culture. The RCAAQ would also like to thank 
T8aminik for his support in the RCAAQ’s democratic governance and for his traditional teachings 
steeped in wisdom. 
 
The Native Friendship Centres that are members of the RCAAQ can be found in Chibougamau, 
Senneterre, Val-d’Or, Montréal, Joliette, Trois-Rivières, La Tuque and Sept-Îles. Two Friendship 
Centres are currently being developed in Roberval and Maniwaki. The Native Friendship 
Centres of Quebec works to improve the quality of life of urban Aboriginal people, promote their 
culture and build bridges between peoples. 
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