
 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 

Two of Quebec’s Native Friendship Centres stand out in Canada 
 
Wendake, August 3, 2017 – At the 46th Annual General Meeting of the National Association of Friendship 
Centres, which took place on July 25-28, 2017 in Montreal, two of Quebec’s Native Friendship Centres were 
honoured for their remarkable actions and work. More than 300 delegates and observers from across Canada 
attended this annual meeting. The National Association of Friendship Centres represents 118 Native 
Friendship Centres and six provincial and territorial associations from coast to coast. 
 
The Centre d’amitié autochtone de La Tuque (CAALT) received, for a second consecutive year, a recognition 
award that is awarded to Native Friendship Centres that have stood out over the course of the year due to the 
services and programs they deploy in their regions. 
 
As for the Val-d'Or Native Friendship Centre (VDNFC), it received the highest honour awarded by the National 
Association of Friendship Centres. The VDNFC was selected for the Friendship Centre of Excellence Award 
among the 118 Friendship Centres across the country. 
 
Election of Edith Cloutier and appointment of Claudia Petiquay 
 
The members of the NAFC elected Edith Cloutier, Executive Director of the Val-d'Or Native Friendship Centre, 
for the Secretary position on the National Association’s Board of Directors. Her thoroughness, leadership and 
experience will certainly be major assets that will contribute to the work of the NAFC. Edith Cloutier is also 
joining Tanya Sirois, Executive Director of the RCAAQ, who is the representative of the province of Quebec 
on the Board of Directors.    
 
Claudia Petiquay, who has been involved with the CAALT for two years now, has been nominated by Quebec 
youth as Quebec’s youth representative on the Aboriginal Youth Council. Claudia Petiquay will be the voice 
of the Aboriginal youth for Quebec’s Friendship Centre Movement at the national level. 
 
The Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec unites nine member Native Friendship 
Centres and one service point in Chibougamau, Joliette, La Tuque, Maniwaki, Montreal, Roberval, 
Senneterre, Sept-Îles, Trois-Rivières and Val-d'Or. The mission of the Native Friendship Centres of Quebec 
is to improve the quality of life of urban Aboriginal peoples, promote culture and foster reconciliation between 
peoples. 
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