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Québec City, November 22, 2019 — The Regroupement des centres d'amitié autochtones du 
Québec (RCAAQ) held a cocktail reception on Thursday at the Hilton Hotel in Québec City to mark 
the opening of the Native Friendship Centre Movement’s 50th Anniversary Conference. Over 100 
people attended the event, which gathered the Centre’s managers and interveners, and local, 
provincial and public partners. 
 
Among the RCAAQ’s many guests were the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec Michel Doyon, the 
minister responsible for Indigenous Affairs, Sylvie D'Amours, and Manon Massé, the second-
opposition party leader and spokeswoman for Indigenous affairs.  
 
The Quebec Native Friendship Centre Movement’s 50th Anniversary Conference will continue on 
November 22 and 23 at the Centre des congrès de Québec. During this event, Native Friendship 
Centre employees, managers and members may enjoy conferences and workshops to note the 
Movement’s progress, consolidate its mission and reflect on its future. The activities will examine 
various topics, including governance, law, sound management and intervention.  
 
History of the Movement  
The Native Friendship Centre Movement has been growing for over 60 years, and is the largest 
urban Indigenous service infrastructure in Canada. The Native Friendship Centres share the 
common mission of improving the quality of life of Indigenous citizens living in or passing through 
urban areas.  
 
Fifty years have passed since the opening of the first Centre in Chibougamau in 1969, which 
marked the birth of the Native Friendship Centre Movement in Quebec. Since then, several 



Centres have opened in the province’s cities to respond to the needs of a growing urban 
Indigenous population and to fill the gap in service delivery.  
 
“Native Friendship Centres are every-day living environments where the cultural, community and 

social identity of Indigenous people in cities is expressed, in all its richness and diversity. Over 
the years, we have promoted the re-appropriation of individual and collective voices by fostering 

the emergence of an inclusive and committed Indigenous civil society.” 
 

 
—Philippe Meilleur, President of the RCAAQ 

 
The Regroupement des centres d'amitié autochtones du Québec (RCAAQ) was founded in 1976 
for and by the Centres wishing to create a provincial structure for consultation, coordination and 
representation.  
 
Today, the RCAAQ continues to represent, consult and support the development of a dynamic 
Native Friendship Centre Movement based on cooperation, open-mindedness, pride, human 
relationships, proximity and respect. The RCAAQ represents 11 affiliated Native Friendship 
Centres in the following cities: Chibougamau, Joliette, La Tuque, Maniwaki, Montréal, Québec 
City, Roberval, Senneterre, Sept-Îles, Trois-Rivières and Val-d’Or. 
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Philippe Meilleur, President of RCAAQ, Tanya Sirois, Executive Director of RCAAQ 
and Michel Doyon, Quebec Lieutenant-Governor. 
 
	


