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A wind of change for the Regroupement des centres d'amitié autochtones du Québec
to mark its 40th anniversary
Wendake, June 14, 2016 – Last June 11, the members of the Regroupement des centres d'amitié
autochtones du Québec (RCAAQ) elected a new President at their Annual General Meeting in Québec
City. Christine Jean has been active within the Québec Native Friendship Centre Movement for 20 years,
and is the Executive Director of the Centre d'amitié autochtone de La Tuque as well as its service point for
Aboriginals in Trois-Rivières. She succeeds Edith Cloutier who has held the position of President of the
RCAAQ since 1991. Edith Cloutier has decided to pass on the torch in order to dedicate herself to the
implementation of the various engagements and initiatives announced in the wake of the events that took
place in October 2015 in Val-d'Or, events which shook up Québec following the denunciation of native
women and involving police officers of the Sûreté du Québec.
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During the 37 Annual General Meeting of the RCAAQ, member Friendship Centres sent out a clear
message of solidarity by adopting a Unity Charter, putting into perspective their vision, values, and
common aspirations. "In light of the social, community, cultural, and political challenges that come with the
urban dimension, Friendship Centres must be at the forefront for solutions and daily innovation with
regards to the organization and accessibility of services," explains the new President, Christine Jean.
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In Québec, 53.2% of First Nations members are established in the cities. Friendship Centres represent
versatile, open, and apolitical spaces, acting as catalysts of change. Dedicated to well-being, justice, and
social inclusion, they encourage a harmonious cohabitation between peoples. "The Friendship Centres
have occupied urban spaces in Québec for more than 45 years. They are autonomous and democratic
community organizations, serving as service hubs, living environments, and cultural anchorages for First
Nations and Inuit members," states Tanya Sirois, executive director of the RCAAQ.
The Friendship Centre Movement in Québec is a leader for a native civil society that is engaged in the
collective action of urban Aboriginals, and encourages them to speak out, supports taking action, and
demonstrates decision-making, all the while reaching out in friendship to Québec society, thus inviting to
dialogue and reconciliation.
The Native Friendship Centres of Quebec are located in Chibougamau, Senneterre, Val-d’Or, Montreal,
Joliette, Trois-Rivières, La Tuque, Quebec City, Saguenay and Sept-Iles. Two Friendship Centres are
being developed in the cities of Roberval and Maniwaki. Their mission is to improve urban Aboriginal
people’s quality of life, promote culture and promote mutual understanding between peoples.
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Member Friendship Centres are in the cities of Val-d’Or, Senneterre, Chibougamau, La Tuque, Trois-Rivières,
Joliette, Montréal, and Sept-Îles. Furthermore, two Friendship Centres are in development in Roberval and Maniwaki.
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First Nations and Inuit Labour Market Advisory Committee (NILMAC). L’état du marché du travail au Québec pour
les Premières Nations et les Inuits : situation récente et tendances. Rapport préliminaire (2015).

