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National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls:
The RCAAQ Deems Extension Reasonable
Wendake, June 5, 2018 – The Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec
(RCAAQ) had mixed reactions to the decision announced today by the Government of Canada in
regards to the commissioners' request to prolong the Inquiry.
According to RCAAQ Chair Christine Jean, “We have been concerned by increasing delays of the
current Inquiry. The Native Friendship Centres work day in and day out with Indigenous women
and girls and their families, and we feel an immediate need for tangible action. Extending the initial
mandate by six months seems very reasonable to us.” The RCAAQ recognizes that proper
hearings must be held and as many testimonies as possible must be heard for the commissioners
to complete their report on the systemic causes of these tragedies. However, the RCAAQ also
calls for concrete measures and services to be put in place to support victims’ families and friends.
These must shed light on the circumstances of these disappearances to prevent more tragedy
from befalling Indigenous women and girls and thus ensure their future safety.
“We believe it crucial to react as quickly as possible to the identified systemic issues,” stated
Executive Director Tanya Sirois, “and to focus future investment on new measures, as well as on
support and intervention services for survivors and victims’ families. Doing so will be a step toward
eliminating all forms of violence against the current and future generations.”
The RCAAQ stresses the importance of never forgetting the tragedies experienced by these
Indigenous families across Canada. Indeed, collectively, we must continue seeking answers in
their names in a spirit of reconciliation.
The RCAAQ groups 11 member Native Friendship Centres in Chibougamau, Joliette, La Tuque,
Maniwaki, Montréal, Québec, Roberval, Senneterre, Sept-Îles, Trois-Rivières and Val-d’Or. The
Quebec Native Friendship Centres work to improve the quality of life of urban Indigenous people,
promote Indigenous culture and build bridges between peoples.
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