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Edith Cloutier receives an honorary doctorate
from Concordia University
Montreal, June 11, 2018 – During its annual convocation ceremony today, Mrs. Edith Cloutier
was awarded an honorary doctorate for her overall work in service to the wellness of urban
Indigenous people. The Regroupement des centres d'amitié autochtones du Québec (RCAAQ)
offers sincere congratulations to Mrs. Edith Cloutier for this much deserved honorary doctorate.
Mrs. Edith Cloutier is a member of the Anishnabe First Nation, and Executive Director of the
Val-d'Or Native Friendship Centre. Mrs. Cloutier currently serves on the interim board of directors
of the National Council for Reconciliation and also holds the position of secretary of the National
Association of Friendship Centres' board of directors. Actively involved in her community,
Mrs. Cloutier's commitment towards the rights of Indigenous peoples has been recognized by
several awards of recognition in the past year, including the Quebec Lieutenant-Governor's Medal
and Quebec's Prix de la Justice award, for her key role in the care and support towards Indigenous
women in the denunciation process concerning situations of abuse they experienced.
"Edith Cloutier is well known throughout the community for her proactive leadership and her
dedication to the urban Aboriginal community. We were very proud to hear that she received this
prestigious award. Edith is an authentic feminine Indigenous role model, not only for the
Indigenous community, but also for Quebec society", notes Christine Jean, president of the
RCAAQ. Concordia University awarded 11 honorary doctorates to individuals who stand out in
their respective fields.
The Regroupement des centres d'amitié autochtone du Québec brings together 11 affiliated
Aboriginal Friendship Centres from the following cities: Chibougamau, Joliette, La Tuque,
Maniwaki, Montreal, Quebec, Roberval, Senneterre, Sept-Îles, Trois-Rivières, and Val-d’Or. The
mission of the Quebec Friendship Centres is to improve the quality of life of urban Indigenous
people, promote culture, and build bridges between peoples.
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