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Maniwaki and La Tuque Centres Recognized at the Annual General Meeting
of the National Association of Friendship Centres

Wendake, August 2, 2018 – The National Association of Friendship Centres (NAFC) held its
47th Annual General Meeting in Ottawa, Ontario on July 17 to 20, 2018. On the closing day of
the annual gathering, before the more than 300 delegates from Native Friendship Centres
across Canada in attendance, two Native Friendship Centres from Quebec were presented
with awards.
The Maniwaki Native Friendship Centre receives the highest honour
The Maniwaki Native Friendship Centre received the 2018 Friendship Centre of Excellence
Award, recognizing a Centre’s outstanding work during the year. Open for only two years,
the Maniwaki Centre quickly set up a range of services to meet the population’s needs. It
was chosen for its youth program, sound organizational management, acquisition of a new
building, partnerships with local stakeholders and more.
The Centre d’amitié autochtone de La Tuque rewarded for the quality of its services
For the second consecutive year, the Centre d’amitié autochtone de La Tuque was
recognized for the quality of the services it offers the urban Indigenous population in
Haute-Mauricie. The Centre was selected namely for the consolidation of its services and the
development of its social economy enterprise, Sakihikan. Ms. Christine Jean, the Centre’s
executive director and president of the Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du
Québec was also applauded for her 25 years of dedicated work.
The Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec is made up of 11 Native
Friendship Centres in the following localities: Chibougamau, Joliette, La Tuque, Maniwaki,
Montréal, Québec City, Roberval, Senneterre, Sept-Îles, Trois-Rivières and Val-d’Or.
Quebec’s Native Friendship Centres seek to improve the quality of life of urban Indigenous
people while promoting culture and building bridges between peoples.
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