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2018 Quebec Elections: Urban Indigenous issues must be part of the debate
Wendake, August 23, 2018 –With the launch of the election campaign, the Regroupement des centres
d'amitié autochtones du Québec (RCAAQ) would like to approach the political parties about their expectations
during the election campaign.
During previous election campaigns, political parties remained silent about Indigenous issues in the cities of
Quebec. The RCAAQ would like the situation to change. In the aftermath of the Val-d'Or events in 2015, it
seems obvious to us that socioeconomic issues for urban Indigenous people must be dealt with and treated
as a provincial priority, thus ensuring a better access to services for the urban Indigenous population as well
as an inclusive society for all.
The RCAAQ therefore requests that, during the election campaign, political parties commit to improving the
accessibility of services for urban Indigenous people, a responsibility that belongs to the provincial
government.
According to Statistics Canada's 2016 census, more than 55% of First Nations reside in Quebec cities. With
more than 100 000 service accesses per year, the Friendship Centres act as first-line service centres for
Indigenous people living off reserve or who are "passing through", by meeting the needs of this growing portion
of the Indigenous population. To this effect, we ask the political parties for their commitment to maintain and
develop sustainable partnerships with the RCAAQ in order to offer, in a complementary fashion, more direct
services to the Indigenous urban population.
"The small space occupied by Indigenous issues and more particularly urban Indigenous issues, is of concern
to me. A direct service delivery to the population inevitably requires the consolidation of the core funding
provided to the Native Friendship Centres", states Executive Director Tanya Sirois.
About the RCAAQ
Since its establishment in 1976, the Regroupement des centres d'amitié autochtones du Québec is a provincial
association of 11 Aboriginal Friendship Centres in the following cities: Chibougamau, Joliette, La Tuque,
Maniwaki, Montreal, Quebec City, Roberval, Senneterre, Sept-Îles, Trois-Rivières, and Val-d’Or. The
Friendship Centre Movement represents the largest infrastructure of services for Indigenous people in the
cities of Quebec, whose mission is to improve the quality of life of urban Indigenous people, promote culture,
and build bridges between peoples.
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