COMMUNIQUÉ
Announcement of the passing of France Robertson
Wendake, October 19, 2018 - It is with great sadness that the Regroupement des
centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec (RCAAQ) announces the sudden passing of
France Robertson on October 17, 2018 at the age of 47. The Quebec Native Friendship
Centre Movement is in mourning with the loss of this woman of conviction who will have
left her mark in the Indigenous community.
Originally from the Innu community of Mashteuiatsh, France Robertson impacted those
who had the opportunity to get to know her, by her passion, communicative laughter, joie
de vivre, and determination. A great and positive leader has left us. Her energy will
forever be engraved in our hearts. During her career in various Indigenous organizations,
including Quebec Native Women, she contributed greatly to the well-being of First
Nations.
Involved with the RCAAQ board of directors since 5 years, France Robertson has held
st
the position of interim president since last October 1 . She has also masterfully ensured
the general management of the Centre d’amitié autochtone de Lanaudière since 2012. Her team, board of directors,
and youth council were a source of pride for her. She also worked for 10 years with Quebec Native Women in order
to promote non-violence among Indigenous families, whether in the communities or the urban setting. France
Robertson has always worked hand in hand with partners to optimize resources for Indigenous families.
Our thoughts and sincere condolences are conveyed to her spouse and two sons, other family members, and former
colleagues.
The RCAAQ and the Centre d’amitié autochtone de Lanaudière will hold a commemorative gathering for France
Robertson on Tuesday, November 6, 2018, in the Montreal area. Details will be provided shortly.
To enquire about the funeral service to be held in Mashteuiatsh, please read the funeral announcement.
About the RCAAQ
Since its establishement in 1976, the Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec is the provincial
association that includes eleven Indigenous Friendship Centres in the following cities: Chibougamau, Joliette, La
Tuque, Maniwaki, Montreal, Quebec City, Roberval, Senneterre, Sept-Îles, Trois-Rivières, and Val-d’Or. The
Friendship Centre Movement represents the largest infrastructure of services for Indigenous people in the cities of
Quebec, whose mission is to improve the quality of life of urban Indigenous people, promote culture, and build
bridges between peoples.
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