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Quebec Elections 2018: Election campaign report from an Indigenous perspective 
 
Wendake, October 2, 2018 - The Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec (RCAAQ) 
would like to congratulate the new Quebec premier, Mr. François Legault, and his team for their election, and 
announces its willingness to work in close collaboration with the CAQ government to ensure the defence of 
the rights and interests of Indigenous citizens in the cities of Québec. Ms. Tanya Sirois, executive director of 
the RCAAQ, states that "the RCAAQ will continue its work with the new government in place and will request 
a meeting as soon as possible to explore the opportunities for collaboration with respect to the deployment of 
direct services for urban Indigenous people." 
 
Now is the time for outcomes 
 
For this provincial election campaign, the RCAAQ and its members participated in an awareness campaign 
with political parties and media to present issues regarding the urban Indigenous population, more particularly 
with regard to direct services for Indigenous people living outside the communities. Already, during the election 
period as well as the past years, the Coalition Avenir Québec (CAQ) was sensitive to the actions of the Native 
Friendship Centres throughout the province and attentive to our requests. 
 
As a matter of fact, the RCAAQ requested meetings with each of the political parties represented at the 
National Assembly to heighten their awareness of the realities and issues of the urban Indigenous population; 
three parties responded to our request. It will be noted that more than 55% of Quebec First Nations reside in 
the cities and therefore, there is no jurisdictional ambiguity to this effect; the issue of urban Indigenousness 
falls mainly under provincial jurisdiction. 
 
Following a 39-day election campaign, the RCAAQ therefore establishes a mitigated report, more particularly 
as regards the absence of a clear position by certain political parties on the socioeconomic issues specific to 
the realities of urban Indigenous people. It is important to point out that only one of the major parties positioned 
themselves clearly on the issue of services dedicated to urban Indigenous people. The day following our 
meeting with their co-spokesperson, Québec Solidaire presented many electoral promises to First Nations, 
more particularly on the issue of delivery of direct services to the population by recognizing the Native 
Friendship Centres’ fundamental role - a first in Quebec for all parties combined. 
 
"According to data collected by Influence Communication, the topic of Indigenous issues was one of the least 
discussed during the campaign", states Ms. Sirois. The RCAAQ had, in fact, realized the lack of inclusion of 
Indigenous issues during the election campaign and the debate broadcasts. Nonetheless, considering that 
the Friendship Centres constitute the largest infrastructure of services for Indigenous people in the cities of 
Quebec, the RCAAQ – through its cumulative expertise over the past 50 years – commits to contributing to 
the development of concrete solutions and innovative public policies with the new government. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
About the RCAAQ 
 
Since its establishement in 1976, the Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec is the 
provincial association that includes eleven Native Friendship Centres in the following cities: Chibougamau, 
Joliette, La Tuque, Maniwaki, Montreal, Quebec City, Roberval, Senneterre, Sept-Îles, Trois-Rivières, and 
Val-d’Or. The Friendship Centre Movement represents the largest infrastructure of services for Indigenous 
people in the cities of Quebec, whose mission is to improve the quality of life of urban Indigenous people, 
promote culture, and build bridges between peoples. 
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