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The 2022–2023 Provincial Budget:  
Support for the Wellness of Urban Indigenous Populations  

 
Wendake, March 23, 2022 - The Regroupement des centres d'amitié autochtones du 
Québec (RCAAQ) is favourable to the 2022-2023 provincial budget that was tabled 
yesterday. The announced investments highlight both the progress that has made in 
recognizing urban Indigenous realities in Quebec and the contribution of Indigenous 
service organizations. 

The RCAAQ has demonstrated to the Government of Québec on many occasions that 
supporting the Native Friendship Centres’ work is essential, and feels this budget is a concrete 
recognition thereof. It includes support for the front-line services offered by the Native 
Friendship Centres in Quebec, especially for women, families and students.   

The 2022–2023 budget also emphasizes the strengthening of community action by Indigenous 
organizations. It is therefore necessary to invest in the overall mission, infrastructure and 
various initiatives developed in urban areas to respond more adequately to the various needs 
of Indigenous populations. The RCAAQ is particularly keen to point out both the $100M budget 
increase to consolidate government action for Indigenous social and cultural development, and 
the $185M investment to support Indigenous economic, social and community initiatives over 
the next five years.  

The Government of Québec’s investment in housing is a significant step in the fight the poverty 
and social exclusion urban Indigenous populations experience.  

The continued implementation of the recommendations of the Viens Commission and the 
National Inquiry on Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls is essential, and 
demonstrates the government’s political will to take action to bring about real systemic change 
in our society. 
 

Quotes: 
“These new investments will allow us to provide concrete support to our members. Our 
services are founded on Indigenous knowledge systems and function as true social safety 
nets. Educational success, safety and access to affordable and quality housing will all 
strengthen the wellness and empowerment of Indigenous citizens. This budget will help 
achieve this common goal. ”  

—Philippe Tsaronséré Meilleur, Chair, RCAAQ 

 



 
 

 
 

 

“For more than 46 years, we have been raising the awareness of the various governments 
about changing urban issues. These new investments are necessary to consolidate our 
services and invest in our infrastructures so that these latter can best respond to the growing 
Indigenous population in Quebec cities. Today’s budget confirms the desire to do more. ” 

—Tanya Sirois, Executive Director, RCAAQ 
 

“For almost two decades, the Native Friendship Centre Movement has advocated for 
recognition of the need for more and better access to quality housing. The Société immobilière 
du Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec (SIRCAAQ) welcomes the 
Government of Québec’s announcement on housing. It will allow us to meet the urgent needs 
of Indigenous populations in Quebec cities. ” 

—Laurent Odjick, Director, SIRCAAQ 
 

About the Regroupement des centres d'amitié autochtones du Québec 
The RCAAQ is a network of 10 Friendship Centres and one service point that offer Indigenous 
people culturally relevant and safe services that contribute to harmony and reconciliation 
between peoples in Quebec cities. The Native Friendship Centres are the largest urban service 
infrastructure for Indigenous people, offering a range of integrated services in a variety of 
sectors, including health, social services, social inclusion, education, employability, early 
childhood, and youth.  

The Société immobilière du Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec 
(SIRCAAQ) was founded in 2019 to collectively develop and apply innovative and sustainable 
real estate infrastructure solutions that contribute to the wellness of Indigenous people.  
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For more information:   
Marie-Lou Lefebvre 
Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec (RCAAQ) 
Cell phone: 418-934-2565 
marie-lou.lefebvre@rcaaq.info  

 


