
 

	

PRESS RELEASE 

For immediate release 
 

Investments in Social and Cultural Development:  
The Native Friendship Centre Movement Expects Renewal of Action Plan 

 
Wendake, June 17, 2022 - The Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec (RCAAQ) 
considers that the Government of Québec is making a concrete gesture towards urban Indigenous 
populations by renewing Together for the Next Generations: The Government Action Plan for the 
Social and Cultural Wellness of First Nations and Inuit 2022–2027. 

“These investments in social development are essential to the foundations of our society. They reduce the 
socio-economic gaps between Indigenous and non-Indigenous populations,” says Tanya Sirois, Executive 
Director of the RCAAQ. Over the last few decades, certain disparities have become more pronounced, 
revealing problems caused by Indigenous families’ vulnerability and precariousness: violence against women, 
homelessness, access to housing, high rates of child placement in the youth protection system, etc.  
 
Philippe Tsaronséré Meilleur, Chair of the RCAAQ, highlights that “Seeking wellness and preserving culture 
are crucial to First Peoples. In urban settings, contact with our culture allows us to reclaim our history and 
pride. These investments are very important.” The Native Friendship Centres will pursue their mission, 
continue to innovate and ensure the deployment of services to improve the quality of life of Indigenous families 
in Quebec cities. The Action Plan will lead to the implementation of concrete actions to resolve the inequalities 
and social injustices Indigenous people experience and thus provide future generations with multiple 
opportunities to develop to their full potential. 
   
The RCAAQ has made their positions known to the Government of Québec in recent years to demonstrate the 
importance of this kind of investment, which results in social and community responses and culturally relevant 
and secure services for Indigenous people. The RCAAQ would like to highlight the full cooperation of various 
government partners, who have taken into consideration the various concerns that have been raised, as well 
as the resulting proposals for action.  
 

About the Regroupement des centres d'amitié autochtones du Québec 
The RCAAQ is a network of ten Friendship Centres and one service point that offer Indigenous people culturally 
relevant and safe services that contribute to the harmony and reconciliation between peoples in Quebec cities. 
The Native Friendship Centres are the largest urban service infrastructure for Indigenous people, offering a 
range of integrated services in a variety of sectors, including health, social services, social inclusion, education, 
employability, early childhood, and youth. The Société immobilière du Regroupement des centres d'amitié 
autochtones du Québec (SIRCAAQ) was founded in 2019 to collectively develop and apply innovative and 
sustainable real estate infrastructure solutions that contribute to the wellness of Indigenous people.  
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Regroupement des centres d’amitié autochtones du Québec (RCAAQ) 
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